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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "G" 187TH GLIDER INFANTRY
AEGIMENT {11TH AIRBORNE DIVISION) IN THE BREAK THROUGH
TO THE OR4OC CORRID(R, 22-23 DECRIRER 1944
(THE LEYTE CAMPAIGH)
(PERSOML EXPERIENCE (F A PLATOON LEADER)

INTRODUC
In this monograph the writ er will rel ate briefly the acticms of

the 11th Alrbarne Division during the Leyte Campaign, ami will cover
in more deteil the operetion of Compeany G 187th Glider Infamb ry nesar
the close of the campaign when the all importent jumetion was made
with the 7th Infentry Division in the Crmoe Corn dor. While it was
the S11th Parachute Infentry that spearheaded the entire move across
the mourdsine and made the junction possible, it was the 2nd Battal fon,
187th Glider Infantry, lead by Company G, that sctually mede physical
contact. Major Generel Joseph M. Swing, Common ding General of the 1llth
Alrborne Division, was present at the tims this contect was nede, end
was the first men to walk into the lines held by the 7th Division. (1)

The Allied offensive in the Pacific, once lmunched, kept in-
creasing in tempo, and by September, 1944, successive hops, skips, and
jumps bad brought Gemerel MacArthur's forces to Morotai, northernmost
of the Halmehera Islamis, 2,000 miles and 25 months from Milne Bgy,
New Guinea., The Philippimes would be our next terget. (2)

Plaming for the invasion of the Philippines started in July 1944,
By early October of the same year, the stage was set; the first de-
cisive blow was 1o be directed at strategicslly located Leyte, eighth
largest of the Philippine Islandis. Its seizure would serve to -split
Japamese forces on the entire archipelago. The Japenese expected our
blor 0 be directed at Mindanao where they had concentrated most of
their defenses. With this faet in mind it was believed that if we could
launch this operation, the dement of swiprise could be employed to

wrk as our ally. (3)

R

(1) Personsl knowledge; (2,3) A=6, D. 4.
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Leyte is approximately 107 miles long. Iis width varies from 4%
miles in the north at the widest point to approximately 155 miles in
the center at the narrowest sector. The greater part o the islsm is
mountainous md covered by close knit jungle foliage, presenting &
definite obstacle for the movement of troops to the east ar west. Three
valleys are found along the coastline, the Ormoc Valley gl ong the north-
west, the Tacloban Valley along the northeast, and Leyte Valley along
the east and north. (4) (Sece 1770p ﬁ')

The 1l4th Army Group under Count Tersuchi constituted the mp jar
Japenese forces on Leyte. In tlat Group wes the 16th Jepanese Division,
tie torturers of Bataan, soon to be met by & vengemce force that in-
cluled a handful of veteraus of Corregidor. (5)

THZ GENERAL SITUATION

On the morning 20 October 1944, the Sixth Army consisting aof X
Corps amd XXIV Corps, hit the east coast of Leyte on four hesachas; two
between Sen Hicerdo anml Dulag; snd two others on Panocen Island at Leyte's
southern tip. (6) (Mop ,57)

The landings were preceeded by beach reconnaissnce, under water
demolition tesms, sir-strikes, and navel gunfire. Among approximately
100 werships sipporting the lapdings were the battleships Celifarnia ami
Pennsylvenia, both supposedly "destroyed™ at Paarl Herbar. (7)

fJ(X Corps on the might (noarth) landed on beaches between Palo emd

San Jose, just south of Tacloban, where initial onemy resistance from
extensive field fortifications slong #ll lending beaches was raletively
light. In this sector many of the Japanese had wi thdrawn from their
beach positions to the mountain foothills to aveid the fire from Americen
Naval vessels stationed in Leybe Gulf, Taking full sdventage cf this with-
" drewal, the 1lst Cavalry snd 24th Infentry Divisions were qaick to exploit
their initial siccesses in their zones of action; on A plus 1, Tacloban
was iﬁ the hends of the 1st Cavalry Division and Palo was taken by the
24th Infentry Division. Extremely stubbarn resistmce was soon encountered;
but our btroops mad gathered momentum end, by 2 November 1944, the two div-
isions in a co-ordinated attack ad ceptured Carigars to the north. (8)
(4} A-1, p. 5; (5) A=6, p. 4; (6) A~l, p. 32; (7) &=6, p. 5; (8) &-1, P. 32
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The ZXIV Corps on the left {south) landed in the vicimty of Dulag.
In that zone of action early stubbom enemy reg stance made the progress
a bit slower; however, aggressive ac'bi"c—!-t;. on the part of our troops
pushed back the ememy and by A& plus 5 tlhe three ememy sir fields in the
Bursuen area had fallen to our 7th Infantry Division. The 96th Infantry
Division hed to initially bypass the exemy stronghold en Catmon Hill
but seized the s&utheu:-n portion of Leyte Valley in their zone of actiom,
and on 28 October attacked Catmen Hill., By 31 October 1944, all hostile
resistance on Catmon Hill was eliminated, (9)'

Before long it became evident that the enemy intended to hold
Leyte at all cost. Apparently, the Jepmese Higch Camend rd decided
that the struggle for the Philippines would be won or lost on Leyte
rather then on Luzon, and poured troops snd supplies into Leyte in
spite of terrific losses incurred exroute. {10)

In accardence with intelligence reports the inltisl numbea of
enemy ostimated $o0 be in Leyte were 26,800 men. {11) Before the battle
for Leyte was over, hurried reinforcememis from Mindenao, Cebu ad
cther islmds raised enemy strength to spproximetely 150,000 mm . (12)

While the enemy continued to reinforce their Leyte forces, our
Sixth Amy wes also being reinforced, The 32nd Infentrzy Division and
112th Cavalry BCT arrived on 14 November 1944, followed by the 1llth
Airborne Division on the 18th, and the 77h Infentry Division on the

25rd of the ssme month. (13)

THE DIVISION SITUAman ( Mjop i3 )

The lith Airborne Division departed Orc Bay, New Guines, on 11
November 1944, in comvoy of nine ships bound Hr Leyte; and on 18
November 1944, tbe Division landed on 2 6,000 yard front between
Abuyog and Terragona on the east coast without oppositi on. At this
time the Jepanese iroops were being pressed into the Ormoe Corridor
from three directions: in the North on a wide front below Carigera Bay,

{9) A-l, p. 39; (10) 4-l, p. 84; {11) A-8, p. 1; (12) A-6, p. 4;
{13) A-"‘l, P- 62;



the 24th Infentry Division and 1lst Cavelry Division were pushing south;
to the eest in the ceﬁ tral sector, the 96th Division was attempbing to
move west across the mountains from Dagemi; emd in the south at debay,
the 7th Infen try Divisiail was advancipg north up the weat e@cast highway,
The followlng quotation from Time Megazine deted 20 November 1944, sums
up t e military situetion. "The U.3. drive on land slowed down to 2 wslk
after it Iad over-run about 50% of the northem half of Leyte, ORMOC, the
Key western port where the fl‘apa::e se landed and deployed in & ten mile
semi~¢ircle, could be approached only from the north or south unless the
U.S. troops attempted tocoms over the mounteins between DAGAMI and JARD,
8 long difficult pass."™ It wes through this long difficult pess thet the
11th Airbome Division did attack. (14)
. The first missjon g ven the 11th Airbome Division by the XX1V Corm
(Field Order number 28, dated 22 November 1944) was to rdieve the 7th
Infentry Division dlong the line Burauen-Lapaz-Bugho, Bnd to destmoy all
¢nemy in that sector. By the 28th of November the last elemmts of the
7th Division had been relieved and the 1lth Airboarne Divi sion had started
its drive to gain control of the trails and passes ttat led! to the west
coast through the catral mountein renge, pi-epamt ory to pushing through
the mountains to hit the Japanese Ormoc defen ses on the east flank. {15)
The first elements of the 1lth Airbome Division pushed into the
mountsi ns on 23 November 1944. The initial drive was spearhesded by the
1st Battelion, 5l1th Parachuke Infentry, who moved out immediately to the
west alorg what we called the north trail, The 3rd Battalion, 51lth
Parachut e Infan try moved out shortly thereafter along the southern trail,
Tollowed by the 2nd Battslion, S5l1th Paraschute Infentry anl later by the
2nd Battalion, 187th Glider Infantry. The difficult y of the march was in-
tensified by jungle foliage which coversed the entire ares. The trails were
treacherous and knee deep in swking md ;/the monsoon season was at its
hei ght; the mounteins emd treils were unmspped or fal sdy mapped; towns
loceted in northern Leyte om the mep turned out to be in southem Leytse on
the ground.
(14) A-3, p. 1; (15) A-3, p. 2.
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The Japen ese were active anl fought delaying actions, sst ambushes and
attacked ocur perimeters nightly. As the situation developed it becams
apparent that the Japen ese would attempt tc hold in depth along a line
Patog, Ananong, west through Lubi and Mahmag to the head waters of the
Talisayan River. {16)

in 6 Decenbér 1944, at approximatey 18.’50,‘enemy gireraft carrying
incendiary and high explosive bombs raided the Sen Pablo airstrips
setting a gas dump on fire. Qur A4 batteriss engaged the hostile aircraft
vigorously but the only significant result obtained wes the experditare
of all immediately available AA emmunition. At 1840, when two flights of
G-47 type aircraft in V of V's flew over the strip at sbout 700 feet @nd
dropped between 250-300 Nip parachutists, the AA units could only sit end
watch. Surprise was complete and very little opposition met the Japs as
they landed but they were confused md many were killed before tley could
take up firing podtions., Many were found to be dmnk and some had de-
scended without parachutes (unless they used 2 new inv sible non-opening
type, not known to the Amsricans at this time}. Their objectives appesred
to be the 11th Airborne Division liaison planes and supply dumps, and the
Air Corps inatsllatims md the Sixth Amy Servic e installations., Need-
less to say en exci ting night was spemt by all. {17)

The next day, 7 lecember 1944, remnanmts of two Japane se forces total -
ing sbout 450 men descended from the mountains apd sttscked Buraunen from
the northwest aml southwesi. These two farces might have been much larger
md better orgenized were it not for the fact our forces in the mountains
had dispersed the enemy concmtrdtions, killing many hundreds, and on
this very nigl;t were comaining 8 large force undoubtedly earmarked for
the co-ordinated air, sea and ground counterattack on our rear echelon.
Thanks to the U. S. Navy and Air Corps the sea elements never arrived., (18)

Early the next morming, available elements of the llth Airbome

Division, consisting largely of artillerymen &nd headquarters and service

(16) A-3, p. 2; (17,18) A6, p. 4,5.



troops, attacked the Japanese Airborne troops at Sen Pablo, but were
stopped before reaching the strip. The attack was later resumed with
elements of the 149th Infantry, 38th Infant ry Division, attached to the
11th Airborne Division, and by 10 December, succeeded in clearing the
sntirei{ai'ea ct .enemy. (19)

Perhaps this Japanese Airborne operati on was in celebration of the
Pearl Harbor annivefsary. If so, we too had something to celebrate, for
in the early morning of 7 Deceamber 1944, the 77th Infantry Division
rede & surprise landing at Deposito, three miles south of Ormoc on the
west coast of Leyte, and on the 1l0th had moved imto Omaoc afier three
days of bitter fighting. It was at this time et Major General A. D.
Bruce, Caomanding General of the 77tk Infemntry Division, sent the follow-
ing message to the 1lth Airborne Division end the 7th Infantry Division.
"Have rolled two sevens in Ormoc, come seven, come eleven". Brice. {20)

Back in the mountsins units of the 11th Airborne Division were
"ecoming® although progress was rather slow due to the lergs number of
gtrong enemy positions we had enccuntered. The enexmy infested jungle
covered mountains were not conducive to both speed anml efficiency. Further-
more, fighting wes only ome problem; the gquestion of supply and evacua-
tion had reared its ugly bead mmd became problem number e,

ie were compelled to discontinue using yards or miles as a barometer
. for distance, and were now using hOI.;iE or days to measure or designate the
distemce from one point to ancthe r. Hand carry was almoet impossible snd
definitely not feasible. Garabao, the Philippine beast of burden, md been
used with great success out of the mounteins, and into the foothills bt
hed to be abamdoned at a point midway between Burauen end Mehmag. They
could not climb the vertical inclines, were too fay %o squeeze through
narrow cuts, and were too slow and ﬁoisy in the jungles. Vehicles were,
of course, entirely out of the guestion, and the only anséar was alr, ()

HNeither the weather nor the small drop zones permitted daily re-
sapply by air. & supply point to build a stock pile wes as necessary as
(19) A-2, p. 14; (20} 4~9, p. 17; (21) Persoml knowledge. “
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en air-strip was for the evacuation of troops, and we needed both
imediately.

Battary A, of the 457th Field Artillery Battsalion, was located
at Menarewat, where it had parachted in a drop zone reaaur ing 500
feet long by 150 feet wide, surrounded completely by a 150 foot deep
gorge. Mmarawet was one of the few semi-cleared areas in our ehtire
zone of action, and while it was not well suited for an airstrip, it
was well located, amd a shade better thén wthing., It was decided to
build e liaison strip at Memarewat, vhere there would be estsblished
a forward Division Gcmnaﬁd Post, supply point, and bospital.

On approximately 1 December 1944, elemsnts of the Division steft,
one platoon of the 127%h Engineers, anl one plstoon of Company G, la?th‘
Glider Infentry, perachuted into Mmarawat from lisimn plames and work
was started on the airstrip. On 5 December the fir st plane lended, anl
the first wounded man was evacuated by liaison plane. Personnsl from a
Portable Surgicsl Hospital, parachuted into Mmarawat, lAd set up &
complete hospiteal capable of caring for the wounded unt’il they could
be evacuated., (22)

All the liaison planes of the division, plus five borrowed from :

‘anl-5 squadxon)
?Abegeu the shuttle run which supplied the

division. The pilots flew as mxh as twedve hours a day to find some

the New Guinea Short Lines

small drop zone, drop their supplies and return for reloading. Tlsre
were day s wha the thick gray fog closed into th@ ground and the pild
bad to cirecle, looking for & break in the clouds to dive into; often
the bresk would close in efter he had passed, ani & nightmrish climb
to‘ug’ile sun reaulted. (23)

These pla es were oftm‘ fired upon by the Jspanese. As & con-
sequence, each pilot carried t ammy gins, fragmentation grenades, and
Whit e Fhosphorus grenades. with this heavy armement they carried out many e
bombing mission against the JYap positi ons. Whether they ewer killed a

Jap no one knows, but the "biscuit pilots" sgy the Nipa ran for cover

every time a fragmertation greiade was tossed their way.
22) A-5, p. 3-
é 23} » B
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The pleasure aml satisfaction of watching the Nips run to cover and
t48 resultant safety from this type of strafing partly repaid the
pilot s for the splendid, fatiguing, and hazardous wak they did.

The pericd 1llth to 20th of December 1944 was characterized by
continued destruction of enemy pockets of res'xi atance in the Anas,
Mahonag, Lubi, and Anonsng arsas. By this time it wes established
that the enemy's main line of defense was now an the ridges east of
the TalL;}sayan River, and on the high ground in vicinity of Mahconag. We
were not too far from the 7th Division in the Ommoe Corridor in yards
or miles; but the enemy's stromgholds lay between us, and proﬁised to
mke & strong bid to keep ws from gaining contact.

On the Ommoe side of the mountains the Znd Battalion, 32nd
Infentry, 7th Infentry Division crossed north of tle Talisayan River
on 14 December 1944, thed puwshed east tocontact the Bllth Parachute
Infentry, but were stopped &t the foothills by hestile farces timt
occupied the Jommending positims in the area. A number of attacks
were made on these Jep positions but the attacks weare hindered by
the extremsly mgged terrain .which gave the defanders every advamtage.
{(24)

By 20 Deceamber 1944, units of the 1lth Airborne Dj.vision were
disposed as follmws: The 511th Parachut e Infentry, who had run imo
the mein Jspenese supply trail, was concen trated on Rock Hill in
contact with a large group of Jepmese in well preparsd positims
along Hadcsaw Ridge which blocked of f their advance tc the sea. Rozk
Hill hed been teken on the 18th when the 51lth Infentry followed an
artillery concentration by Battery A 457 F. A, Battalion, eand moved
up the slopes to assault the enemy wi th flame throwers and bayonets
as their principal weapons. The area was mopped up on the 19th, and
on the Dth the S11th was ready to launch its attack to the west from

the newly established C.P. on Hoek Hill. (25)
(24) A~4, p. 19, 20; (25) 4~-%, P. 5
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The Japenese supply trail closely paralleled the Division route
of adv:ance, and was closest at Mabonag; it was a wooden corduroy road
wide enough for & jeep, but in extremely poar condition due to the
tropical rains, In meny spots the roed itsa f waes two feet below the
surface of the mud. Aerial reconnsissence md captured miaps indicated
that the trail entered the mountains at a point south of Ormoc near
Anas, apd it was decided to cut this trail, thereby cutting off sny
supply to Jepenese pceitions in the mounteins. (26)

The 2nd Battalion, 187th Glider Infamtiy was in what we called
the Mehonag DZ with the misslon of securing the drop zone and its

- installetions which included a supply dump and the second hospitel
built in the mountaima. This mismf on was best accomplished by vi g-
orous patrolling =md setting of ambushes. Ambushing along the main
Jap supply route was 8 lucrati ve business; dividends ran as high as
80 of the enemy killed in & single action using ore understrength
rifle platoon plus @ section of HMG's to men the ambush; parachutes
that hung in trees made excellemt bait to eattract the hungry Japs.
The Dz itsdf wes & semi-cleared space approximestely 200 yards wide
md 400 yards in lenghth, studded with 6 fooh stumps on the steep slde
of one of the hille that mede up the Mahoneg mRss. It was & di fficult
place to hit for aerial sipply buk a good place to defend, as the
Japanese learned after many costly unsuccessful assaults to drive us
out of the position. {(27) |

Battery A of the 457th Field Artillery was at the Manarawat
AlrstTip, together with one platoon Company G, 187th Glider Infmtry,
end a platoon of the lZ'?t_h Airbarne Engineera. Their mission was pro-
viding close and continuous artillery support to assault troops, guard-
ing and maintaining the airstrip, and aiding in the evacuation of the
wounded . ‘(28) |

The lst Battalion, 187ih Glid er Infsntry, together with elements
of the 188th Glid er Infentry, was at Ananong preparing to atteck e
strong enemy position previously bypassed by the S11th Parachut e
Infentry end the 2m Batbalion, 187th Glider Infantry. (29)

{26-27) Personsl knowledge; (28-29) A-5, p. 6.
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The 674th and 675th Airbarne Field Artillery Battalims, wers ordered
to exchamge their artillery mission for one of Infantry ad were now at
Catabagan with the mission of mopping up eneny stragglers in that area. {30)

The 132ni Airborne AAAT Battalion was operating a relay net of 609's .
to @ ovide the Division with the necessary comunications to accomplish
its mission. This relay nst was necessary aince it was impossible to carry
heai'y long mnge radios along the mountain trails by men carry after the
Carabao became useless., (31)

The 127th Engineers had dewted most of their time to meking roads
md brid ges that would suppart the Division traffic. Now with the bresk-
through to the coast imminent, they proceeded to the west cosst, via.
the Dulag-Bay Bay road, located the emt.race of the Jmp Supply Trail,
end using this treil commenced constmetion of an ambulance trall up

the mountains. The Juartemaster Company begen to tuild up & dump on the

west coast from which supplies could be drawn when the troops descended
from the mountains. Everything was now in readinmess for the final tresk -
thraugh attack. {32)

THE BREAKTHHOUGH ATTACK

On the night of 22 December 1% 4, &t approximatdy 1800, the Zd
.Bat telion, 18%th Glider Infantlyy, was relieved by element s of the 18th
Glider Infentry sod ardesred to push out of the Dd at 0400 23 December
to make combact with the 5llth Patrachut e Infantry at Rock Eill, amd to
be prepared to aid in the bredcthrough etteds tao the coast. (33)

The 1lth Airbome Division Commanier bad establisied his C/P on
Hoek Hill to personally dirsct the battle olf Hack saw fidge end effect
the breakthrcugh.‘ {34)

-U_pon receipt of ﬁe order, the 2nd Battal ion 187th Glider Infeant ry
alerted the troops and prepared for the move. At 0400, 23 Jecamber, the
Battalion pushed out of the perimeter with Company G leading. The trails
were treacherous, muddy and slippery, havewver, the battslion made its
way along the long difficult route withou incident and at approximatd y
0600 the approaches along the slopes of Rock Hill, were reached. At the
same tine the 51lth Paraclute Infentry launched its attack on Hack saw
(30-31-32) A~5, p. 6; {33) Persoml knowledge; (34) &-3, p. 3.
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Ridge, the last knomn mejor Japanese position blocking the advance, (35}

The ettack proceeded in column of battalims emd cracked the
ereny defenses on Hacksaw Ridge. The troops used demaliti ma, flame
throwers, bazockas and greades in the final asseult, to anniliate the
deeply emirenched enemy.

At approximately 0830, the ridge, lined with enemy dead, was
firmly in our possession. We were still a long distance from comt act
with the 7th Division, and the en any wes still detemmined o keep us
from accomplishing this mission. Word came back for the ond Battalion,
187th Glider Infantry to pass the 51lth Parechub e Infantry md teke
up the lead. The Battelion went forward to overtake the leed el ements
of the 511ith who were pushing farward at breskneck speed alm g the
Jepenese Supply Trail, which ren along the razor back ridge in the
direction of Ormoc. It was difficult to understend how = unit engaged
in bitter fighting could keep up the terrific rate of march forward,
The trails everywhere were littered with enemy dead, as were the
Slopes of the ridge. (%6)

The 2nd Battelion 187th Glider Infem ry ceugit up with the lead
elemnts et approximatdy 1000, only to fimd tlat the S1th Parachtoe
Infen try was t oo bu?éy to be relieve‘é;trt this time, end it wasn't un-
til approximatel y 1200 that Company G, 187th Glider Infantry actuslly
towk the lead in column of platoons, Ehd_Platoon forward, (37)

Colonel Heugan, Camsnder of the 511lth Parschube Infamtry, lmd
stopped ﬁle leed platoon leader Compeny G, long enocugh to give him
the following arder. "You must keep going as rast as possible, Tun
if you have to, Eub don't give the Nips a cbahce to set up their
weapons; we've got them with their pants down, you cam 't even stop
to kill them 211, just push through, we are behind youan will teke
care of them &s we come to them. Just keep going, fast, #my question=?
(38)

Running if possible was what Company G exdeavared to _do; bu had
(®~36-37-38) Personsl knowledge.
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proceeled less than 100 yards when they were fired upon by &
Jepan ese machine gin from & point approximptely 20 yards to the
front where the treil turned abruptly to the left. Tmmediately a
BAR man opened fire in the direction of the machine @in, st the
same time a member of the lead squed tossed a WP grexade at the
same point., The platoon lesader hed the lead squad cut left imbo
the jungle while he sent four men to assault the machime gun
position from the right. The lead elements were back on the trail
and pushing forward in a metter of minutes, and the four men who
ned assaulted the MG position returned aml reported "the machine
gun and three men menning it are out of action®. The platoqn' leader
now saw the velue of pushing. {39)

After proceeding another 150 yards, the trail disappeared into
a deep gorge. When our troops reached the lip of.the gorge, the scots
opened fire on & number of Jeps seen on the trail. Qur fire was re-
turned from unseen positims but seemed to be very inaccurate. At
this time the platoon leader saw two Jepa lcheeling on the benks of a
small stresm on the right side of the bottom of the gorge just as they
comnitted suicide by holding hend gremades to their heads.,

The bottom of the gorge was approximately one hundred feet be-
low the position we now occupied apnd was clear of underbrush, The banks
to the right end left were approximately fifty feet hi gher than ocur
position. It was evident that the Jepenese in the gorge woauld have secur-
ity placed at these two vantage points,

The platoon leader now ordered the first squad to establish a base
of fire, squad number two and squad number three were sent to the n ght
smd left bank respectively, to secure these pesitions overlooking the
gorge and to assist the asseult by fire if possible. When &l were in
position the first squad plus elements of the first plafoon which follow-
ed the second and lesad ﬁlatoon, assmilted the grge =nd eliminated the
enemy. These Japanese appeared to have put up only feeble resistm ce. At this

(38) Personsl knowledge
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point the Battalion Commender hed come forward to ask, "what is
holding up the parade? " He was satisfied only after somebody had
counted thirteen enemy dead, Two of the enemy dead constituted part
of the Nip security element on the right bank who led jumped off
the 150 foot wall of the gorge when the second scuad assaulted thet
position. {40)
The climb on the far side of the gorge was a steep and hazard-
ous one, but fortunately wes made without enemy 2ction, thanks to
the third squad which had gone up the left bank snd eliminated two
snipers who would otlerwise have been looking down our throats. All
squads had now rejoined the platoon, and soon we found oursel ves
high on the western slopes of & steep mountain, from which point the
west coast could be seen plainly. Here the Platoon leader temporarily
stopped the column while he fired a violet smoke grenade which was
the sigmal fa friendly forces intended to attract elements of the 7th
Infentry Division that might be in the vicinity. A similiar s gnal was
fired by the 7t h Infantry Division from a ridge tir+t appeard to be
four or five hundred yards to the west, md thus visual contact IBd at
long last been mpde. The appearance of the rugged terrain between the
two forces promised tIat more fighting wouli take place before physical
contact could ve made. (41) |
The column push &l on, down the winding trail until it reached the
draw at ti® bottom of this seme mount&in., At this point the Company ran
into another group of Jap 1 ese, who put up only feeble resistemce, end
were easily eiiminated by gremde anl BAR fire. Continuing té follow
the Jepanese mpply trail, the column soon reached t he approaches of an
extremely dangerous looking position to the front, Here the Platoon
leader stopped the column, put ocur security, s d dispatehed a patrol to
reconnoiter t e position. with the closing of the column, again tle Battalion,

(40-41) Personal knowledge.
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degimental, and other Gommanders came forward to leam of the .slowup.
These Commanders were interested in speed md every moment lost wes
invest igated. The Commaending Genersl, who lad been just behind the
lead elements throughout th e attack,also casme forward at this time. (42)

A rifle shot reng out from a point very.close to the head of the
¢alumn on the right; the security elements had spotted 2 Jap aniper in
& tree who apparently hed the column under cbservation but hal ndb
fired on it. The single shot did away with this threat., The reccnnaissence
Patmol soon returned with the following report: The position is honey -
combed with caves and well dug positions; it gppears to heve been heavily
shelled; it hes been recently abandoned julging by the condition of some
of the camouflage, md & number of enemy dead are on the position. (43)

The column moved forward up the steep incline tothe top of the
peak. The positions on this pesk,like most of the Jap deliberate defen-
8i ve positi mswere well laid out, camoufl aged snd dug in slmost solid
wcke The battéred trees and number of enemy dead found an tihe top of
this position, which was lorg @nd narrow in shape, served as mute evi-
dence of ‘neafy‘ gunfire, Among the dead were two Americen soldiers that
sppeared to have been dead less than twen ty-four hours.

When the column reached the west emd of the nhilltop, which formed
8 razor back ridge, we could see Ormoc amd the sea coast. To our front,
approxmately 200 yards away, along the ridge that ren from this hilltop
toward the coast, were dug in emplecements that were soon slive with
members of the 2nd Battalion, 32md Infantry. They were amazed to see
Tellow American soldiers ou the same strong enemy position that md
given them so much trouble, "oh yes", sail one of the members of the
S2m ," we expected you, saw the violet smoke; but we didn't think you
were coming over that hill, why only last night it was solid with Nips,
we lost two of our boys on it". (44)

Thus physjcel contact was made with the Ormoc Carridor, amd the

trail between this point and Rock Hill was covered with approximatd y

{42=-43~44) Personal knowledge. )
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700 enemy dead. The road was finally opened between Buresuen md Anas,
and the area west of Mahonag wes cleared, Extensive aggressive patrolling
throughout the newly won area prevented any portion of it from falling
into Jep hends. Several bypassed enemy patkets remeined in the central
moursai ns that would have to be wiped out before the 11th Airbarmne could
writ e finis to the' L‘:’yﬂtfeogeifpaign. This mission wes assigned to and
successfully carrised out by the 188th Glider Infentry, amd lst Battal ion
187th Glider Infentry. {45}

In the Leyte Camprign Genersl MacArthw bhed this report to make.
"Total Jap casualties for the vain ten week stand were 113,221. Mopping
up operations reised the total to 134,905. U.5. losses were 2623 killed,
Forty three Jepen ese for every Americen. General MecArthur snnounced
that the Americen casualty rate was so low as to be unsirpassed in the
history of war™. (48)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing and criticizing this operatian, it is my opinion that
the Jepanese lost the battle of the Philippines om Leyte M they
very wrecklessly threw in reinforcements at a tremendous cost to them
in lives lost enroute. These reinforcements were brought in even though
1t was known that they could not properly be supplied o equipped.
Their hunger alene accounted for a large number o casualties. Starvation
took its toll; a 1éLrge number were killed when they attempted to stezl
our losded supply parachutes that lended oub of our pveremeters. (Fhese
chutes were used as "bai t" for many of our ambushes) If:;raging for food
took much of their time and meny of their positions were given away by
foraging parties.

Japeese aets of suicide in lieu of possible cepture or surre'nder
worked fo their dissdventege in mamy cases. A nunber of "suicides® mey
heve been the very ones to delay our advance were they to have fought.
If they md permitted themselves to be teken prisoners, they could have

added to our giard =nd supply problems. However, et least six committed
(45) A3, p. 3; (46) 4&~6, p. 5.
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suicide in & mtter of 2 few minutes in the amall battle of the garge
where two men committed suicide by hand grenade; and two jumped off
a 150 foot cliff; two ot hers junped out of the jungle into the trail
screaming md running with their backs toward us, we had no alter-
nati ve but to shook them.
We can criticize our own priar planning for lack of good mapsa
of the central part of Leyte., The Jap maps of the ceatral sress were
far saperior to ouwrs in spite of the fact the Philippines were in aur
possession for almost 50 years; salso, lack of engineer equipment so
necessary to keeping roads open, was evideaice that the monscon season
could not have been teken int o consi deration during the planning phase.
Contact with the enemy was not meintained by the 32nd Infantry
unit. Zven though they had two of their men lying desd on a hilltop 200
yards t o their front, t bey did not know that the Japanese had withirawn
from the position almost twenty four hours befor e they saw members of

the llth Airborne come over the position.

LESSONS

1. The proper use of weaspons ¢en md will save time, effart el
livesn. dne WP grenade did the work of a whole squed in blinding a Jap
MG position so that it could easily bhe assaalted.

2. Physicel herdening of personnel is essen tial, especially
when employed in mountainous terrain. Had it not been for the excsllent
condition of our troops, we would not have bad the stamine to meintan
the fast pace necessary to success on the breskthrough abtack, This
attack cane after ome month of jungle fighting, short rations, very
little sleep, long patrols, and rain filled fa holes,

3. Contact with enemy once established, should not be broken.
The 32nd lost cartact with a position to their direct fromd that may
have greatly added t o the success of the finsl push.

4, Aggressive mction pays big dividends as evidenced by owr
attack of Hacksaw Hidge, @d the push to the coast. The Jepenese were

pushed at such a rapid pace they lacked tbe time to properly set up
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their weapons to delay ocur advence materially.

Se Artillery attacks may not kill, but they will so effect
the personnel tiat they will becane ineffecti ve.

6. Good maps are essentisl to sny operation.

7 Téi‘rain tiat appears to be your enemy, cm be made to ba -
your friend if used c arectly.

8+ Terrain does not present insurmounteble obstacles if troops
are properly equipped, clothed, supplied snd trained,

9. The small type L~4-E planes c¢can bhe used to £ly missions that
the large; i:]:énes cannot accompl ish,

10. The L—4<6 planes can be used for aerial re-supply, for drop-
ping parat.x.;oo;:_;;, aﬁi evacuati.on, with huge miccess,

11l. In cperatims where trel ls are steep, narrow and slippery,
even pack animals cannot be used to carry supplies. Mea cen 8till
carry his own, but not in quantity, and eir re-supply is the moet
effective meane of re-supplye.

12. You cannot take part in = operation over jungle covered
mountains ‘;d tak ¢ yowr organic traﬁ 3p6rtation or' any heavy equip-
ment with you. aAsk the froops to carry only the bare essentials,
and you will not waste veluable supplies md equirmemnt. Soldiers w1l
thros 2ll but the most essential awsy in time.

13. Neval gunfire is effective even sgainst strong beach de-
feasas."fl!ha X Corps initi &l successes can be attributed to the Nawal
gunfire suppart that caused the Japs to leave their beach defenses

md seek shelter in the mountai ns.

o f‘m
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